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£ove ... 
by 
Mark J. Highman 
Many times we as humans have difficulty 
understanding the word LOVE. When we think 
of love, we think of it on the human level of 
understanding, and to us it is of top notch 
importance. But friend, there is a love that is 
more important, more wonderful, and more real 
than any human could ever begin to compre-
hend. This is the love of God. 
I Corinthians 13 is considered by many people 
as the "Great Love C.hapter." This passage deals 
with love in a way that warms your heart through 
and through! Let's take a look at it. 
In I Corinthians 12: 31 b, we notice that Paul 
says, " ... and yet show I unto you a more 
excellent way." Interestingly enough, this "more 
excellent way" is love. Verses 1-3 of the 
following chapter says that though we may have 
all the gifts of the Spirit, and though we may 
have all knowledge, and could understand all 
mysteries, and even though we may have the 
faith to move mountains, and may go out of our 
way to do anything for anybody, including dying 
for them, and yet have not love, we are nothing. 
Believe me friend, there is nothing worse than 
being a nothing! 
If you're like many individuals you are asking 
yourself, "What is love?" In verses 4-8 of this 
same chapter God tells us what love is and what 
it does. A simple definition of love would 
include the meeting of needs of one you 
cherished. If Christ is the one we cherish most 
I t 
y41t-.,,;.1.._ t't\,, 
dearly, as it should be in our lives, then the 
guidelines in 4-8, once applied to our lives, 
would be the fulfilling of His wants for our lives. 
Love is patient, gentle, kind; it is not jealous, 
nor full of pride, nor selfish, and on the list 
goes. It may sound that if you are to love, you 
have a hard course to follow, but this isn't true. 
Think of someone you really love. If you 
love this person, you will go out of your way to 
do all you can for him, even when your effort 
sounds ridiculous. Right? The same with our 
relationship with Christ. In John 14: 15, Christ 
charges us with these words: "If ye love me, 
keep my commandments." If we really love 
Christ, we will keep His commandments, which 
is the whole definition set forth in I Corinthians 
13. The mark of a true Christian is his love. 
There is a love that is higher than our love for 
God, and that is His love for us. In John 3:16 we 
learn that God loved the world so much-He 
loved you and me so much-that He sent His 
only Son, Jesus Christ, to come to this earth 
and die a horrible death on that cruel cross of 
Calvary. But dying for us is not the end of God's 
love. He wants to live with us forever, to protect 
us, and give us a happy and peaceful life. He 
wants to live within your heart today! Have you 
believed on His Name and allowed Christ into 
your life? If so, then you too can share in the 
eternal, and most perfect love ever known to 
man-the love of Christ that is complete! Praise 
His Holy Name! 
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yet · it has no weight! 
Love 
So real and full; 
no longer far away, 
Such happiness and light 
are with me al I the day. 
This love, so very special from God 
for me and for my friends, 
Is a precious gift I treasure, 
Thank God, it never ends!! 
--Shar Robinson -
~ittle 
JJilgrim's 
l1r1Jgress 
by 
Helen L. Taylor 
Edited for LIVING SPRINGS 
by 
Mark J. Highman 
LITTLE Christian lived in a great city called 
Destruction. Its streets were full of boys and 
girls, who laughed and played all day long. This 
was in the summertime when the sun was 
shining and the city looked bright and pleasant. 
On the rainy days in winter the children did not 
feel so happy, and they would sometimes be 
glad to sit down quietly and listen to stories. 
Now a~d then a grave-looking man, or a 
woman with a gentle face, would come to the 
ci_ty for a little time, and these strangers always 
tried to make friends with the children and were 
willing to tell them stories whenever they would 
listen. 
"There is a beautiful country," they would 
say, "far away from this city. A very good and 
wise King rules over it, who loves little children 
d~arly. The Prince to whom your city belongs is 
wicked and cruel, and he hates our good King. 
But one day an army will come from the King's 
country to fight against your Prince and this 
city will be burned, and all the peopl~ in it will 
be killed." 
Then the children asked, "What will become 
of us?" 
And the strangers always answered, "You 
must leave this city now, while you are young 
and strong, and travel to the King's country. In 
the Celestial City where He lives you will be 
quite safe." 
Little Christian heard this many times, and he 
often thought about it; but whenever he said to 
his playfellows, "Shall we go to the Celestial 
City?" they laughed at him, and told him that it 
was only a make-believe story about the King, 
and that no city could be better or safer than 
their own. 
But little Christian felt quite sure that the 
strangers had spoken the truth; and one day he 
found an old Book, in which were written the 
very same things about the King and the 
Celestial City, and their own wicked Prince and 
his city, which would certainly be burned when 
the King came. 
He showed the Book to his companions, but 
they laughed all the more, and said, "That Book 
was written hundreds of years ago. It is of no 
use now. The King's army has never come, and 
very likely it never will. At any rate we may as 
well play as long as we can." 
Bu~ little Christian did not want to play, he 
felt tired and unhappy, and he sat down and 
wondered whether he could find the way to the 
Celestial City by himself. He was such a little 
boy that he was afraid he might get lost if he 
tried to make a long journey alone. 
Little Christian was determined to find some-
thing about how to get to this city. It seemed so 
futile to him however, and none of the other 
children would have anything to do with 
Christian because they said he was dull and 
stupid and could not play properly. So little 
Christian went off by himself to cry. While he 
was crying, a man came along whose name was 
Evangelist who, though he was a grave man, 
had a pleasant face. 
"What are you crying for?" he asked. 
Little Christian felt so comforted by the sound 
of his gentle voice that he told him all his 
troubles at once. How he wished to obey the 
continued on page 6 
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Strength From God 
by 
Dean Harkness 
" ... Be strong and of good courage; be not 
afraid, neither be thou dismayed; for the Lord 
thy God is with thee wherever thou goest," 
(Joshua 1: 9). Many times in our lives we have 
periods where problems seem to be overwhelm-
ing us at every turn. It may be personal sorrow, a 
financial concern, or simply the desire for 
someone to share things with. Often even as 
Christians we think our life will be free from 
problems. This is not true! But, praise the Lord, 
once we have received Jesus Christ as our 
Savior, we have strength through Christ Jesus 
to meet our every concern. He says He will 
provide strength to meet every difficulty. David, 
in Psalms 27:1, speaks of triumph through 
faith. "The Lord is my light and my salvation; 
whom shall I fear?" Perhaps when we are faced 
with problems we pray for deliverance 
immediately, but upon not receiving an answer 
right away we become even more depressed or 
frantic. The Lord knows our needs now and in 
the future and sends an answer to our prayers in 
the time that it will be the greatest blessing to 
us. David says in Psalms 27: 14: "Wait on the 
Lord; be of good courage, and he shall 
strengthen thine heart ... . " 
Feb. 1 Wednesday 
Feb. 2 Thursday 
Feb. 3 Friday 
Feb. 4 Saturday 
Feb. 5 Sunday 
Feb. 6 Monday 
Feb. 7 Tuesday 
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Philippians 4:4-7, 19 
Isaiah 25:1-9 
Psalms 18:1-16 
Psalms 18:17-30 
Psalms 18:30-50 
I John 4:11-21 
Romans 5:1-11 
~ 
lhe f 
The Greatest of Love 
by 
Ron Sheldon 
What a wonderful thing love is! Without it we 
would never know the warmth of a smile, the 
laughter of children, or the closeness of a life-
long friend. There is, however, a love greater 
than any that exists in this world; that love, of 
course, is the love of God. 
The love of God is not a love that just sits 
around on a closet shelf and collects dust; it is, 
on the contrary, a love which is characterized by 
action. It . is capable of pardoning a sinner 
(Isaiah 55: 7), of making provision for those who 
are the objects of this love (Isaiah 63: 9), and of _. 
bringing comfort to those who are in distress 
(Deuteronomy 32:9-12),. God's love was so 
boundless that He sent His only Son to take the 
place of a slave and die a dishonorable and 
painful death (John 2:16). No mere man can 
possess the quality of love that it would take to 
do something like this (John 15:13). 
God's love is bountiful because God himself 
is love (I John 4:8). I John 4:12-13 says: "If we 
love one another, God dwelleth in us, and His 
love is perfected in us. Hereby know we that we 
dwell in Him and He in us, because He hath 
given us of His Spirit." All it takes is the 
possession of Christ in our hearts to learn a love 
exceeding any other, a perfect love, a unique 
love-the wonderful love of God. 
Feb. 8 Wednesday 
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Feb. 10 Friday 
Feb. 11 Saturday 
Feb. 12 Sunday 
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I John 4:7-21 
John 4:6-18 
Matthew 7:7-14 
James 5:7-20 
Ephesians 6:12-18 
John 10:25-39 
Psalms 8 
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WEEKLY 
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MEDITATIONS 
God's Love . .. Our Example Solution to Troubles 
by 
Margie Hill 
Have you ever stopped to think what it would 
be like if God were not a God of love? What 
would life be like? Would life be peaceful and 
'worth living? 
All through Scripture, God stresses the point 
of love. The very fact that "God so loved the 
world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish 
but have everlasting life," (John 3: 16), is proof 
enough that God is a God of love. 
You know God could have let things go as 
they were, with all the cruelty and perverseness; 
but since He is a God of love, He saved us from 
an eternal damnation, which we certainly 
deserve. 
Luke 17: 11-19 tells of Jesus healing the 
lepers. This shows that God cares for each one 
no matter what the problem. God also stresses 
that we are to be like Him in all ways, which 
includes loving those who are both friend and 
enemy. Humanly speaking, it would be like 
Christ on the cross asking His Father to forgive 
those who crucified Him. So let us strive to be 
like Jesus Christ. 
Take time to read I Corinthians 13 and see 
God's way of love. These verses deal with the 
perfect love that we are to strive for in our lives. 
by 
Jody Bridges 
Do you ever wonder if life is worth living? Do 
your burdens become so weighty that you just 
want to quit? All of us experience such distress 
at some point in our lives, but few find solutions 
to these conflicts. 
There is a Person Who gives life purpose and 
Who carries the load for us. This Person, Jesus 
Christ, loves everyone so much that He died to 
supply a means for us to reach God. We needed 
this provision because the Bible declares in 
Romans that "there is none righteous, no, not 
one." It also states that payment for unright-
eousness is eternal separation from God. When 
Jesus died He paid this debt in full so that we 
may have access to the Lord. 
Our part in this plan is to admit our unright-
eousness and accept the payment of Christ. 
"For whosoever shall call upon the name of the 
Lord shall be saved." (Romans 10:13). Calling 
upon Him simply involves a prayer of 
confession and dedication to God. 
If we will receive this gift, God will give our 
life meaning and we will soon find that it is 
indeed worth living. He will take care of those 
problems that press so heavily upon us because 
He loves us dearly. 
Feb. 15 Wednesday 
Feb. 16 Thursday 
Feb. 17 Friday 
Psalms 56 
Proverbs 3:5-10 
Romans 12:9-16 
Matthew 19:16-22 
Psalms 116:1-5 
I John 3:11-17 
I John 5:3-8 
Feb. 22 Wednesday 
Feb. 23 Thursday 
Feb. 24 Friday 
Psalms 103:1-22 
James 3:2-10 
Philippians 2:1-16 
Galatians 6:1-10 
Exodus 15:1-21 
Romans 6:1-23 
I Corinthians 13 
Feb. 18 Saturday 
Feb. 19 Sunday 
Feb. 20 Monday 
Feb. 21 Tuesday 
Feb. 25 Saturday 
Feb. 26 Sunday 
Feb. 27 Monday 
Feb. 28 Tuesday 
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continued from page 3 
King, and how his playmates laughed at him, 
and how even his guardian and best friend, 
Christiana, did not believe the stories of the 
Celestial City. 
"I would go now," said Little Christian, "if 
only I knew the way." 
Evangelist turned round and looked across 
the field, along the path by which he had come. 
"Do you see the gate at the other side of the 
plain, with a light over it?" 
"Yes," said the little boy, "I think I can." 
"The way to the Celestial City is through that 
gate." Evangelist then gave Christian a message 
from the King. The words upon it were in gold. It 
read: 
I love them that love me, 
and those that seek me early 
shall find me. 
The children of the city saw Christian talking 
to Evangelist and didn't think much of it until 
they saw him turn away and run off across the 
plain. They all wondered where he was going. 
Two of Christian's best friends, named 
Obstinate and Pliable, saw their playmate 
running off to the big gates and feared he might 
get lost. 
"We must make him come back," said 
Obstinate. "What a stupid boy he is to believe 
everything he is told!" So off they ran trying to 
catch up with their friend. 
"Where are you going?" cried Obstinate when 
they finally caught up with Christian. 
"I am going to the King's City," said 
Christian. "Won't you come with me?" 
Obstinate laughed. "I should think not! What 
wou Id be the good, when we are as happy as 
possible at home?" 
"Are you sure you can find the city?" asked 
Pliable. 
"You don't mean to say you are going?" said 
Obstinate. 
Pliable did not answer, but he made a few 
steps forward by the side of little Christian. 
"I 'm not surprised at little Christian," 
continued Obstinate, "but really, Pliable, you 
ought t0 have more sense. Just come back with 
me, and I'll not tell anyone that you said you 
were going." 
Pliable refused, feeling pleased at the idea of 
having his own way for once. With a mocking 
smile on his face, Obstinate turned back toward 
the City of Destruction. 
As the two children moved onward to the light 
above the gate, they sank into a marsh. It was 
called the Slough of Despond, and it was a 
dangerous place even for grown-up people. 
Every step the children took seemed to lead 
PAGE SIX 
them further into it, and at last Pliable grew very 
angry. 
"See what a mess we are in!" said he; "and 
it is all your fault. I wish I had not come. If this 
is the beginning of our journey, what else may 
we expect on the road? Just let me get out of 
this horrible marsh and I shall go straight home 
again. You may look for the city by yourself!" 
Far away from Christian, across the plain, 
shone the bright light above the gates, and 
behind Christian lay the City of Destruction. 
Pliable turned away from the light, and at last 
succeeded in getting out of the marsh; but he 
never stopped to help his companion. He ran 
home as fast as he could. 
Next month: Christian's adventures on his 
pilgrimage to the Celestial City! 
Let's Chatter 
About a Matter 
editorial by Mark Highman 
Yes, LIVING SPRINGS is going to something 
new this year! Something that we hope will 
make you feel more a part of this publication. 
This column, which is titled, "Let's Chatter 
About a Matter," is going to consist of what 
YOU have to say! 
You're probably asking yourself, "But what do 
I say?" Anything! Is God dealing in your life in 
some way that has taught you something 
valuable? Something that would be beneficial to 
your other brothers arid sisters in Christ? Has 
Living Springs blessed you in some special way, 
through the working power of the Holy Spirit? 
Would you just like to share a blessing or 
comment about anything? Then write to us; we 
are interested in our readers and we want to hear 
what they have to say. Whatever the Lord lays 
on your heart-write it-and send it to us. 
We can't guarantee everything we receive will 
be published. We do promise to read each letter 
that comes to us, and to remember in prayer 
each of you who writes; so send your prayer 
requests in to the staff as well. 
We would really like to hear from you. You are 
the people we are ministering to and we would 
like to know just what the Lord is doing in your 
lives. 
Remember, this column if for YOU. You write 
us, and we will try to put your letter in this 
column. We are excited to hear from YOU. 
Our address is: 
LIVING SPRINGS 
c/o Christian Educational Publications 
Cedarville, Ohio 45314 
Q~~zzle 
Cindy Denny 
ACROSS 
5. Lk. 6:27 - Love your ___ _ 
8. I Thes. 5:8 - The __ of faith .... 
11. Jn. 15:12 - Love one _other. 
12. Heb. 6: 10 - Your and labor of 
love .... 
13. Gal. 5: 6 - Faith worketh ____ love. 
14. Prov. 17:17 - A loveth at all 
times. 
15. I Tim. 6:10 - The love of 
_____ of all evil. 
DOWN 
money is the 
1. Mk. 12:31 - Love thy ____ _ 
2. I Jn. 4:18-There is no in love. 
3. Eccl. 3: 8 - A to love .... 
4. Heb. 13:1 - Let love continue. 
6. Prov. 10: 12 Love covereth al I 
----- (sing.) 
7. Song of Sol. . 8:7 - ____ waters 
9. 
10. 
cannot quench love. 
Jn. 15:12 - Love one ___ _ 
Heb. 6:10 - Your ____ of love. 
Looking At 
God's Creation 
by 
Karen Payne 
Have you ever looked across a 
field of grain blowing in the breeze 
and considered how much you 
know about its being there? Try to 
contemplate how long the roots 
of a single rye plant are. How 
many inches, feet, miles of root system are 
hiding from our view? Scientists have measured 
the roots of one small rye plant to be 387 miles 
long! Imagine the root system of an oak or a 
redwood! 
What do these large underground systems 
accomplish for the plant? Their major functions 
are the absorption of food and water and the 
anchorage of the plant in the soil. 
Jesus said, "I am the bread of life; he that 
cometh to me shall never hunger, and he that 
believeth on me shall never thirst" (John 6: 35). 
Of physical water He said, "Whosoever drinketh 
of this water shall thirst again"; of spiritual 
water, "But whosoever drinketh of the water that 
I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water 
that I shall give him shall be in him a well of 
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springing up into everlasting 
life." (John 4: 13-14). 
Just as a plant receives its food 
through its roots, we can have our 
needs met through Jesus Christ. 
To come to Christ believing on 
Him guarantees that our spiritual 
hunger and thirst will be forever 
provided for. 
How does the plant remain in its 
place when tempests rage? The 
plant has allowed the roots to 
force and intertwine themselves in the soil in 
such a complete manner that an anchor is 
formed. As long as the plant stays attached to 
its roots it cannot fall. Speaking of Jesus, the 
Bible says, "Which hope we have as an anchor 
of the soul, both sure and steadfast" (Hebrews 
6:19a). If we are connected to Jesus when 
storms and billows rage against our souls we 
shall be able to stand erect. Christ says, "/ will 
never leave thee, nor forsake thee" (Heb. 13:5b). 
Is your hunger and thirst provided for? Have 
you let Jesus be your anchor during the storms 
of life? Why not? Perhaps you're not trusting the 
anchor for support. Perhaps you're not attached 
to the anchor. "For whosoever shall call upon 
the name of the Lord shall be saved" (Romans 
10: 13). 
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But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall 
give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall 
give him shall be in him a well of water springing up 
into everlasting life. John 4:14 
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